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Fishing for a world title on local waters

Hundreds of teens
are in town to
compete in the World
Youth Fly Fishing
Championships

By Randy Wyrick
rwyrick@vaildaily.com

EAGLE COUNTY — More
than 200 teens are trying to fish
their way to a world champion-
ship this week.

The World Youth Fly Fishing
Championships are in our area,
with more than 200 fly fishers ages
14 to 18 hailing from 10 countries.

This is a true world champion-
ship, said John Knight with the
America Cup, the local group that
organized the event.

To get here, competitors worked
their way up through national
rankings at local and regional qual-
ifiers around the globe and earned
a spot on their nation’s team.

They brought with them par-
ents, grandparents, siblings,
coaches and chaperones.

That doesn’t include the 80

people a day in town paying their
own way to volunteer or the senior
staff that will be in town all week.

“It’s great for the valley,” Knight
said.

The United States is the two-
time defending world team cham-
pion, and they’ve won three of the
last four. They were the team sil-
ver medalist in the one they didn’t
win. Cam Chioffi won the world
title in 2013. He won the silver
in 2014. U.S. teammate Gabe
Wittosch won the gold. Wittosch
aged out of the youth team. This
is Chioffi’s last year.

“It’s a big deal to be defending
the world title on home waters,”
Chioffi said.

Vail Valley native Jack Arnot
fished his way onto the U.S. team.
He will be a freshman at Vail
Christian High School.

HOW TO WIN WORLDS
You win a World Youth Fly
Fishing championship by catching
the most fish. There aren’t style
points, and it’s not subjective.
Competitors earn 100 points
per fish and 20 points per cen-
timeter for the length of each
fish. The minimum length is 20

centimeters, about 8 inches.

“You want to catch a bunch of
normal size fish, not just a few big
ones,” Knight said.

The kid who can go into water
and catch fish after other people
have fished it for four or five days,
that’s the kid who'll win a world
title this week, Knight explained.

WORLD CLASS WATERS

The World Youth Fly Fishing
Championship will be hosted in
Eagle and Summit counties.

“It’s truly something that
showcases the area, as well as the
watershed,” Knight said.

Practice and competition ven-
ues are our local rivers and lakes,
ranging in elevation from 7,000
feet to 10,000 feet. Competitors
will fish the Colorado River, Blue
River, Eagle River, Sylvan Lake
and Dillon Reservoir.

“The water is perfect and the
planets are aligning,” Knight said.
“The Eagle is so nice we're fishing
it twice.”

IT’'SON

The event has been a little
under the radar, which is fine,
Knight said. The organizers have
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» Spacious 3 bedroom 3 bathroom

condominium

¢ Across from Vail Golf Course Clubhouse

* View of Gore Range
¢ Wood flooring

 Spacious kitchen and dining area

¢ 1-car heated in-house garage
¢ Indoor spa / jucuzzi

had plenty to do.

“It took 28 permits to put this
thing on. That’s a lot of ‘yes’ to get
to this,” Knight said.

People at local farmers markets
spent the weekend asking Knight
and others where they could sign
up their kids to fish.

You can fish and should, Knight
explained patiently over and
over, just not in these World
Championships.

The event officially opened
with Monday’s Parade of Teams
beginning at Vail’s Evergreen
Lodge, following the path along
Gore Creek and winding through
Lionshead Village. They rode the
gondola up to Eagle’s Nest, where
they were welcomed, fed and
given the opportunity to ride the
zipline. They start fishing today.

The medal ceremony and closing
ceremonies are at 5:30 p.m. Satur-
day at Vail Mountain Plaza. Team
medals and individual medals will
be awarded. Each winner’s na-
tional anthem will be played, and
there’s a humongous team trophy.

THE WORLD IS HERE
This is the 14th annu-
al World Youth Fly Fishing

SOMNENRS
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Championships. The 36th annual
men’s world championships are
here next summer.

In 2011, Knight and some oth-
ers from the America Cup went to
Portugal to bid. They got it, and
have been working toward this
week ever since.

“After years of preparation, it’s

n!” Knight said smiling.

The event in a different country
every year. Last year the youth
event was in Poland.

The event was last in the U.S. 12
years ago.

Next summer’s men’s world
championships will bring to the
area teams from 25 to 30 coun-
tries, maybe more, Knight said.

“One of our goals is to put on
such a great event this week that
the countries trying to decide
whether to come next year can’t
wait to come back,” Knight said.

CONSERVATION SESSION

On Saturday there’s a Con-
servation Symposium at Camp
Hale’s Nova Guides Lodge. You'll
learn about watershed conserva-
tion, invasive species and fishery
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$26.95 COMBO SPECIAL

Lobster Tail, Shrimp & Waygu Sirloin OR Buffalo Tenderloin, Buffalo Sausage & Grilled Quail
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HHPPY HOUR
4:30-6pm Daily
30% OFF DRINKS & HPPETIZERS

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM-10PM
CHILDREN’S MENU AVAILABLE

EDWARDS, CO * 926-3613

GASHOUSE-RESTAURANT.COM

EXPRESS
INTERIOR

Book Now at

FLEXWASH.COM
970.308.6032

147 Nottingham Road | Avon

Mountain Massage
Summer Specia

491 Hour (60 mins)

Combo Speclal
Includes feet reflexology & head,
neck, shoulder & back massage

Call 970-949-7749 for appointment
Out Call, Walk ins welcome

240 Chapel Place, Unit B-111 Avon, CO 81620
(East of the Sports Authority Avon)

e
59
hour

Bog
Massage

Relax Refresh
e

*limited time offer

Restore

We carry Bioguard pool and spa chemicals, Leisure Concepts steps
and cover lifters, parts for most makes and models, and more!

jacuzn & Sundance Spas Floor Model Sale

COLORADO
POOL+SPA
SCAPES

DESICGN + BUILD + MAINTAIN + SUPPLY
910 Nottingham Rd - Avon - Backside of the Building
970.476.7005

coloradopoolscapes.com

Offer ends 8/31/15. *Excludes hot tub covers and hot tubs

Holocaust survivor gives
talk Wednesday in Vail

Woman who spied on Nazis
during World War Il to speak
at Chabad Jewish Center
event at Arabelle

Daily staff report
newsroom@vaildaily.com

VAIL — Marthe Cohn was a devoutly
religious 19-year-old French Jewish girl
when the Nazis invaded France in 1939.
Her life then took a turn so extraordinary
that it could have been pulled straight from
a Hollywood movie script.

While the rest of her family fled south,
Marthe decided to fight back. After grad-
uating from nursing school she joined the
French resistance and, on account of her
perfect German accent and Aryan ap-
pearance, she was recruited to be a spy.
Carrying forged identification papers, she
infiltrated German territory in the guise of
a German nurse desperately searching for
a fictional fiance (by this time her real-life
fiance had been executed by the Nazis).

During the next year she mingled freely
with Nazi troops, on many occasions caring
for injured Nazi soldiers in order to main-
tain her cover. She gathered invaluable
information on troop positions which she
secretly relayed to Allied commanders. Her
intelligence gathering was instrumental
in allowing the Allies to break through the
Seigfried line and enter German territory
in 1945, leading to the end of the war.

Cohn will share her remarkable story
Wednesday at the Arrabelle at Vail Square
at 7 p.m. during an event coordinated and
sponsored by the Chabad Jewish Center of

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY

Marthe Cohn gathered crucial information
on Nazi troop positions during World War
I, which she relayed to Allied commanders.
Her intelligence gathering was instrumen-
tal in allowing the Allies to enter German
territory in 1945, leading to the end of the
war. She speaks Wednesday in Vail.

Vail and co-sponsored by the Vail Daily and
the Arrabelle.

“It is rare that we have the opportunity in
our lifetime to meet a heroine the likes of
Marthe Cohn,” said Rabbi Dovid Mintz, of
the Chabad Jewish Center. “Come hear this
remarkable woman tell her incredible story
of courage, faith and espionage”.

Following the event, Cohn will be avail-
able to sign copies of her memoir, “Behind
Enemy Lines: The True Story of a French
Jewish Spy in Nazi Germany.”

Tickets and more information is available
at www.jewishvail.com or by calling 970-
4/76-7887. Tickets are $15 in advance or
$20 at the door. Sponsorships are available
for $180.

FISHING
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management.

Colorado Trout Unlimited will teach you
about casting and fly tying and host bug
stations to help guests learn more about
our area. You'll be able to fish the private
lake of Nova Guides — catch and release,
of course.

You’'ll need a ticket for that one, to cover
the cost of lunch.

Buy tickets at the Colorado Trout Unlim-
ited website, www.coloradotu.org.

ABOUT THE AMERICA CUP

The America Cup is a nonprofit that
promotes competitive and amateur fly
fishing in the state, nation and world. The
money they raise goes to Project Healing
Waters Fly Fishing, which is dedicated to
the physical and emotional rehabilitation
of disabled, active duty military personnel
and veterans through fly fishing outings
and fly tying education.

Staff Writer Randy Wyrick can be
reached at 970-748-2935 and rwyrick@
vaildaily.com.

MUSSEL
MADNESS
1/2 OFF MUSSELS
EVERY
TUESDAY NIGHT

Open Nightly at 5pm.
27 MAIN STREET

THE RIVERWALK, EDWARDS
970.926.0777




